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PROJECT NAME:

DESCRIPTION:

Upper Sulphur Creek Ecosystem Restoration Project

The City of Laguna (City) proposes to restore up to 28 acres of open space
along approximately 1.52 miles of Upper Sulphur Creek in the City of Laguna
Niguel. The Upper Sulphur Creek Ecosystem Restoration Project (proposed
project) would be divided into three sub-areas: Upper, Middle and Lower
Reach. Project activities would include the removal and replacement of portions
of the existing irrigated ornamental landscaping and all invasive weedy
vegetation with a mosaic of vegetation communities native to the local
environment. Up to 2,000 linear feet of concrete v-ditch in the Middle and
Lower Reaches would be removed to create a wider soft-bottom channel.

Floodplain terraces adjacent to the channel would be created to be inundated by
water during winter storms of various intensities. Invasive and ornamental
elimination and concrete removal activities would differ for each of the three

reaches (upper, middle, and lower reach) within the project area. The proposed
project site is located on private lands owned by the Rancho Niguel Master
(Upper Reach), Crown Royale (Middle Reach), and Niguel Ridge Homeowners
Associations (Lower Reach). Maintenance easements for the project would be
negotiated so that maintenance responsibility for the creek channel and adjacent
restored areas would be taken over by the City. Restoration activities are
anticipated to commence in July 2004.

LOCATION: Proposed project activity would occur along Upper Sulphur Creek, adjacent to
Crown Valley Parkway in the City of Laguna Niguel. Restoration activities
would occur over a 1.52-mile length of Sulphur Creek from approximately
Glen Rock Drive in the north, flowing in a southwesterly direction downstream
to approximately 1,000 feet southwest of La Plata Drive. The project would be
crossed by La Plata Drive, La Paz Road, Nueva Vista Drive, and Moulton
Parkway.

The following Mitigation Measures have been incorporated into the project design or are to be
implemented in accordance with the project conditions of approval, thereby reducing all identified
environmental impacts to a less than significant level:
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MITIGATIONMEASURE STAFFMONITOR TIMINGOF DATEOF
- COMPLIANCE COMPLIANCE

CR.1 In the eventof the discoveryof culturalresources(e.g.,archaeological,GradingInspector Throughoutconstruction
paleontological,or humanremains)duringproject-relatedactivities,all workshall
immediatelystopwithin100 feet of the discovery.A qualifiedculturalresource
specialistwouldbenotifiedimmediatelyandwouldimplementmeasuresasnecessary
to avoidor minimizeharmto thediscovery,pendingthe resultsof an evaluation.
Grounddisturbanceinthevicinityof thediscoverywouldnotresumeuntila qualified
archaeologisthas evaluatedand treatedthe discovery.Evaluationand curation
proceduresshallmeetthe standardsmandatedby the CaliforniaOfficeof Historic
Preservation.
GS.1 A comprehensiveErosionControlPlan shall be preparedfor project GradingInspector Throughoutconstruction
construction.ThePlanshallidentifymeasuresto be implementedto minimizethe
erosioneffectsofgradingandexcavation.Erosioncontrolmethodstobedescribedin
thePlanandimplementedshallinclude,butnotbelimitedto,thefollowing:. Avoidingsoildisturbanceduringperiodsofheavyprecipitationorhighwinds;. Keepingdisturbedareasto theminimumnecessaryforconstruction;. Reducingsurfacewaterflowsacrossgradedorexposedareas;. Usingstrawbales,soilmats,orsiltfencestostabilizedisturbedareas;. Usingculvert,ditches,waterbarsandsedimenttrapsto controlrunoffand

sedimentation;and. Bioenqineerinqtechniquesforerosioncontrol.
WQ.1 A stormwaterpollutionpreventionplan(SWPPP)shallbedevelopedand GradingInspector Throughoutconstruction
implementedby the contractorto preventor reducethe effectsof earthmoving,
handlingoftoxicmaterials,andotherdisturbancesinandadjacenttothechannelthat
maycauseacceleratederosion,scouringandwatercontamination.TheSWPPPshall
showBMPsthatwillberequiredto controldischargesfromtheconstructionsiteas
well as fromwastehandlinganddisposalareas.TheSWPPPwill be preparedin
accordancewith the OrangeCountyStormwaterProgramConstructionRunoff
GuidanceManual2003.TheSWPPPshallincludemethodsof on-sitestorageand
disposalof constructionmaterialsandconstructionwaste,andmethodsto minimize
or eliminatethe exposureof stormwaterto constructionmaterials,equipment,
vehicles,wastestorageareas,or serviceareas.Thecomprehensiveerosioncontrol
planrequiredunderGS-1shallbeincludedaspartof theSWPPP.
N.1 TheCityofLagunaNiguelshallensurethrougheitheranagreementwith PublicWorks Throughoutconstruction
theconstructioncontractororthroughregularmonitoringofconstructionactivitythat Department/ProjectManager
theconstructioncontractordoesallthefollowing:. Properlymaintainsandtunesenginesonallconstructionequipment;. Maintainsproperlyfunctioningmufflerson all internalcombustionandvehicle

enginesusedinconstructiontoreducenoise;and. Observesworkinqhoursrestrictionsin accordancewith the CityNoiseOrdinance.


